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EXPOSTULATORY  ADDRESS 


TO  THE  j 

! 

>  ifiMBF.PS  of  the  MEfHonisr  soct-  j 

m 

f 

rrr  jn  irelaud.  i 

r>Y  JOHN  WALKER, 

Late  Fcllozv  of  TriJiity  CoIIejCy 
Dublin, 

(  Coniiiiued,) 

ERETHRir.N, 

mcthodistic  idea  of  sancti- 
JL  ficaliou  is,  ia  plain  Englisli, 
this  :  that  the  corrupt  nature  of  inan 
becomes  in  believers  less  and  less 
corrupt,  through  tliC  influence  of  di¬ 
vine 'rrace  aiding  tlieir  exertions: 
u!l  at  Icngtii  itbccoines  wholly  good, 
perfectly  purified  from  all  evil  ;  and 
liiis  of  course  instant anchudtj  ;  for, 
as  Mr.  Wesley  observes,  II  sin 
(ease  before  (ieatb.  there  must  in 
the  nature  of  the  tldug  be  an  inuan^  j 

change—  tliei  e  must  be  a  last  I 

.  •  i 

mnnue  vvhcrei!i  it  dot  r.  exist,  sud  a  t 

hr:  ;  v/in.rr  in  it  *I'Tc:uot.’"  lb.  (Wes- 
lc)  *s  Miluub.s)  j)ap;o  t!;at  a 

iniu),  under  the  wo: !:  c.f  erare,  lie-  1 

.  **  i 

curncs  lirst,  in  ?>!r.  r  Ir.tcher's  phra-  | 
f^oology,  a  cartiCil  then  a  { 

H-r.ecian  believer,  imn  a  perfect  | 


cliristian.  {FUtcheds  last  check 
1 15,  116.) 

Now  I  scruple  not  to  pronounce 
the  whole  of  this  idea  unscripturaJ, 
from  first  to  last,  though  very  natu¬ 
ral,  and  harmonizing,  u^orc  than  its 
supporters  arc  aware,  wilh  the  pop¬ 
ular  idcasof  christianty,  wliich  pre¬ 
vail  among  the  cariicJ  world.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  scrinturc,  I  am  not  war- 
ranted  to  consider  it  any  part  of  the 
work  of  grace  to  ineKd  our  fallen  na- 
ture.  That  *nati5re-  is  as  bad — as 
wholly  evil — In  a  believer,  as  in  an 
unbeliever  :  as  bad  in  the  most  es¬ 
tablished  believer,  as  in  tbc  weakest 
— as  bad  in  Paul  the  apostle,  just  fln-  - 
ishing  bis  course,  and  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  crown  of  rightecusness,  as 
in  Saul  of  Tar‘;u5,a  blasphemcrjan  J 
a  persecutor  cf  the  church  of  C'lirist. 
Indeed  if  that  old  nature,  called  in 
scripture  the  Jlcsh^  became  duiiiig 
cur  chrisiiim  course  less  and  less 
evil,  tl'iC  believer  would  have  less 
Sc  less  oc  casion  to  watch  against  the 
flesh,  to  deny  himself,  to  mortify 
the  flesh  wi\h  its  affections  and  lusts, 
to  walk  not  after  the  fleshd^  Sec. — 
And  if,  at' any  period,  it  became 
purged  fro!n  all  evil,  it  would  then 
I  e come  a  Christian  di.tv  to  fullil 
the  desires  of  i!*c  fie'^h  anvl  ot  the 
mind."’ — PvU  th.e  s#:rijnures  declare, 
and  the  experience  of  every  believer 
to  the  end  eoiifirn:sit,that  the  flesh 
lusteth  against  li  e  2nd  ihtt 

s*>irii  aE'aiust  the  fiesli  that  th.csc 


jtddrrs9^  tf’r. 


two  3re  cont.raly  the  one  to  the  o- 
ther  — that  the  carnal  mind,  or 
flesh,  or  corrupt  nature,  is  not  only 
at  enmity  with  God — (if  it  were  on¬ 
ly  so,  it  might  perhaps  in  time  be¬ 
come  a  friend) — but  is  in  itself  en¬ 
mity  ucrainst  God  that  it  not  only 
is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,’^ 
but  indeed  cannot  be.**  The  scrip¬ 
tures  represent  the  whole  course  of 
the  believer  here  below,  as  warfare, 
not  only  against  the  world  and  the 
devil,  but  against  the  flesh, that  most 
dangerous  ally  of  both  :  and  give  us 
no  reason  to  suppose,  that  any  part 
of  this  warfare  ceases,  but  w  ith  the 
present  mortal  life.  The  opposite 
view',  which  you  are  taught,  is  ccr 
tainly  much  more  sclf-compIaccnt  ; 
but  that  will  not  recommend  it  to 
the  better  mind  of  a  believer.  It 
would  be  much  more  gratifying  to 
the  pride  of  our  hearts,  to  think  that 
how  ever  bad  wc  may  be  naturally, 
yet  wc  arc  net  so  bad  but  that  we 
maybe  mended;  :iv\d  it  is  the  general 
idea  of  all  men — the  most  careless  j 
and  the  nmst  profane*  But  indeed, 
<hir  most  strenuous  exertions  to  cf- 


Godofthis  world  rcigneth’*^cAzV(/ 
ren  of  ivrathy  under  the  curse  annex! 
cd  as  the  immutable  penalty  to  every 
transgression  of  the  divine  la\v.  Out 
of  this  guilty  and  corrupt  mass, dead 
in  trespasses  aiid  sins,  the  believer 
is  brought;  not  by  the  merit  of  hij 
faith.,  but  by  tlic  mercy  and  pow  er  of 
God,  into  a  state  of  union  with  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  head  of 
mystical  body,  of  that  church  which 
he  has  redeemed, and  to  every  mem« 
bor  of  which  he  is  made  of  f»ODr, 
wisdom  and  righteousness  and  sane* 
tificalion  and  redemption. 

Consider  v/ell,  brethren,  that 
passage  ( 1  Cor.  i,  xxx.)  from  which 
the  latter  words  arc  taken.  Observe 
in  it  the  declaration  of  the  author  of 
the  cliange  w  hicli  has  taken  place  in 
the  state  of  believers — Ciod,  that 
God  against  wdiorii  we  have  all  sin¬ 
ned,  and  by  w  hose  grace  alone  any 
sinner  can  be  saved  ;  “  of  Him  arc 
ye  in  Christ  Jesus” — not  of  your¬ 
selves,  of  your  faithfulness  or  yoii 
w  orks,  but  ‘‘  of  him.”  Observe  in 
it  a  declaration  of  liie  yienv  fitate  in 
feet  tkac  object, are  but  spending  our  j  wdiich  believers  are  placed  ;  they  arc 
strength  in  vain  :  and  it  is  worse  1  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Here  is  that  u- 


than  in  vain,  where  any  flatter  them¬ 
selves  they  have  alLaned  it. 

What  clhFercnce  then,  it  mav  be 
asked,  is  there  between  the  believer 
and  the  unbeliever  ?  Is  it  only  that 
the  foren'er  subscribes  to  a  creed 
which  the  latter  disbelieves  I  and 


nion  of  Christ  and  his  church, winch 
the  ajMjstlc  pronounces  to  be  ‘‘  \ 
great  mystery,**  (hphes.  v.  52.)  but 
which  is  a  glorious  truth  pervading 
tlie  old  tcslanicnt  and  the  new'  ;  that 
union,  tlie  closeness  of  winch  is  sha¬ 
dowed  out  to  us  in  scripture,  by  the 
union  of  husband  and  wdfc,  who  are 


can  a  difiercnce  so  small  as  this, con-  j 
stitute  the  one  accepted  in  the  siglu  j 
of  God,  as  righteous,  anil  Lind  the 
other  under  condemnniion  f  My 
brethren  by  no  means,  'riic  cliflor- 
cnce  between  '  tlicm  is  infinitely 
great.  The  believer  is,  l^y  llic  l  icli 
mercy  and  saving  powrr  of  God, 
brought  out  oftliat  state  of  nature,  in 
which  ail  lie  originally  since  the  fall 
of  xw’wx^ehildren  (f  that  world  ‘‘which 
licth  in  the  wicked  one,” — rhildrtn 
of  dUobcdicnccy  in  whose  hearts  “  tlic 


“  no  more  two,  but  ouc  flesh** — of  a 
tree  and  its  branches,  of  a  body  and 
its  members,  Sec.  Observe  again, in 
the  same  passage,  a  dcciaratlcn  cf 
fell  the  blessed  tcnscqucnces  widen 
!  accrue  to  believers  from  this  union  : 

‘•X^hrlst  is  made  unto  them, wisdom 
j  and  riglUeoiisiiess.  and  sanctilicjuioii 
and  redempliMi.**  And  (b^eivc 
well,  tliiit  tluir  sanctification  is  dc- 

i  dared  to  he  amtuig  these  consequen¬ 
ces,  distinct  indeed  from  their  ligfit- 
eousness  or  justification,  but  equally 


Addresu^  Uc. 


^  ■faulting  from  their  being  in  Christ; 
^  K-rccuIdy  to  that  description  which 
y  Bs  jiven  of  them  in  the  beginning  ot 
1^ ■[lie  same  chapter  (I  Cor.  ?,)  as 
j  I  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus. 


But  what  are  we  to  understand 
iV  being  sanctificvd,  or  made  holy  ? 
answer  in  a  word  ;  separated  unto 
jod,  so  as  to  be  brought  into  a  par- 
icular  relation  to  hini/appropriatcd 
0  his  use  and  service.  That  this 
eparation,  from  common  purposes 
to  sacred,  is  the  litaral  meaning  of 
the  Hebrew  ^erd  every  one 
kqnainied  with  tlie  original  know  s: 
r  d  it  niay  appear  evident  even  to 
jhose  who  arc  not  acquainted  with 
the  original,  from  the  application  of 
ti  e  terms  holy  and  holincfin^  in  scri])- 
turc,  to  tilings  and  places  as  well  as 
to  persons  :  as  w’ell  as  from  their 
application  to  the  Jcwisli  people,  in 
their  collective  capacity,  as  scpcira- 
ted  by  the  I^fird  frorn  all  the  nations 
if  the  earth,  to  be  his  peculiar  peo- 
]dc,'’  for  the  purposes  for  which  he 
!  ad  selected  them.  (Sec  Levittxx, 
M,  26.  Dent,  vii,  6.  xiv,  2.)  Tor 
.blill  greater  and  more  gracious  par- 
|j)  JSCS  are  believers  “  chosen  out  of 
,t!ic  world,”  and  separated  from  it, by 
ing  brought  into  union  with  C'liiist 
—even  that  (iod  may  show  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his 
[kindness  towards  them,  by  Christ 
Jesus.”  And  thus  are  they  all  alike 
‘‘  sanctified  in  him,”  from  the  babe 
in  Christ  to  the  Father;  ‘‘  a  holy 
nation,  and  a  peculiar  people  to  the 
Lord”— no  one  of  them  more  or  less 
so  than  another. 


j  In  consequence  of  the  same  u- 
nion,  “  the  spirit  of  holiness,”  the 
spirit  of  life  and  of  power, of  love  and 
of  a  sound  mind,  the  Spirit  of  Cod, 
with  the  fulness  of  w  hich  the  Lord 
Jesus  their  head  was  anointed  by  i!;c 
Father,  dwells  in  thenivind  descends 
upon  thetn,  producing  in  them  the 
fruiu  of  holiness— -even  that  cluster 


of  every  heavenly  aiTcclion,  wliicii 
IS  all  declared  to  be  the  ft  !iit  of  the 
spiiit;”  ^Move,  joy,  police,  long- 
suflerinj,  gcntlcness,good;. css, faith, 
meekness,  temperance.”  (Gal.  v. 
23,23.)  And  these  fruits  arc  pro¬ 
duced  in  them  by  their  being  kept 
^abiding  in  Christ,  (John  xv.  4,  5.) 
living  by  the  faitli  ©f  the  Son  of  God, 
who  hath  loved  them  and  given  him¬ 
self  for  them,  [Gal.  ii.  3J.]  walking 
in  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  as  they 
have  received  ium.^[(>>l.  ii.  6.]  And 
they  arc  kept  thus  abiding  in  Christ 
by  the  Spirit’s  keeping  them  under 
a  continual  conviction  of  their  need 
of  him,  as  pool  sinners,  who  have  in 
themselves  neither  righteousness 
nor  strength  ;  and  testifying  to  their 
hearts  of  him  in  whom  alone  they 
‘  have  riglUeoiisness  and  strength/ 
in  whom  alone  *  a!i  tlie  seed  of  Israel 
is  justified  and  shall  glory  ;  saved 
in  tlic  Lord  with  an  everlasting  sal¬ 
vation  /  See  Isa.  viv.  17,  24,  25.  tes¬ 
tifying  of  his  oinces  and  character, 
of  the  fulness  of  grace  and  truth,  of 
love  and  saving  power,  wJiich  it  has 
pleased  the  Father  should  dw’ell  in 
him.  Col.  i.  19.  Thus  arc  believ¬ 
ers  kept  by  the  fio  ci^er  of  God  through 
faith  unto  salvation  :  1  Pet.  i.  5.  and 
thus  do  they  grovr  in  grace  and  in 
the  kr:o\vledp,e  of  t’nc-ir  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour  Jesus  Christ.” 

This  w’ork  of  the  spirit,  and  these 
fruits  of  holiness,  are  indeed  various, 
in  various  believers ;  and  in  the  same 
believer  at  various  limes  :  and  far 
be  it  from  me,  to  assign  a  lovr  stand¬ 
ard  for  the  possible  degrees  of  them! 
In  fact  I  know  no  linnt  to  them,  any 
more  than  to  the  unsearchablr 
riches  of  C'hrist,”  or  to  the  Almigh¬ 
ty  powerof  (iod.  It  is  an  un:h.angc- 
al)le  truth  of  God,  t!u;i  ‘  if  any  man 
have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  ia 
noncofliis:’  and  wlu'rc  that  spirit 
really  du  oils,  there  will  be  the  frnitji 
of  the  spirii--and  where  tlierc  Is  tliat 
fruit,  there  will  be  increasing  fnd:. 
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John  XV.  2.  But  they  mist:\ke  the 
r.uturc  of  that  work,  and  these  truks 
of  the  Spirit,  who  imagine  that  it  is 
a  work,  which  improves  our  corrupt 
nature,  or  makes  it  ccasc  to  be  cor¬ 
rupt  and  capable  ot  any  good  fruit. 

Juvlgc,  brethren,  ^yllat.T  say.  Ex¬ 
amine  it  by  the  revealed  word  of 
(iod,  and  not  by  the  niaxi»ns  of  yotir 
earthly  teachers  ;  and  the  l.orvd  give 
you  a  right  uadcrst-inding  in  all 
things  ! 

Very  difTerent  indeed  from  the 
views  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
propvose,  arc  the  views  wlucli  you 
hvive  been  accustomed  to  receive, 
fiom  many  of  Mr.  Wesley’s  and 
most  of  ^Ir.  Fletcher's  writings.— 
2Mr.  W.  tells  you  [Minutes,  S^c.  ut 
supra,  clag.  4.  dd.]  ‘ilrat  men  are 
justkied  before  they  are  sanctiiicd— 
that  from  the  moment  v/c  arc  justifi¬ 
ed,  there  may  be  a  graduwi!  sanciifi- 
cation,  and  that  there  must  be  an  in- 
st.vntaneous  chan^t^c,’ in  our  lifc-llme 
through  wdiich  sin  shall  cease  to  ex¬ 
ist  in  us;  to  which  change  irrdeed 
the  term  sa':ct:f.cat:c7i  has  been,  for 
some  time  past,  almost  exclusively 
applied  by  you.  Tiiis  is  your  favo¬ 
rite  system  ;  and  forgive  me,  breth¬ 
ren,  ^yhen  in  faithfulness  and  love 
to  you,  I  avow  my  persuasion  that  it 
is  a  mass  of  tlie  a:ost  dangerous  er¬ 
rors. 

Errcr  being  generally  prolific, Mr. 
F.  in  defcndinr»-  t’nis  svslem,  in  those 
controversi:’.!  works  of  his,  t!;e  study 
or  which  cen:  tkutes  the  education  cf 
a  ^Icthodist.  Las  indeed  multiplied 
the  errors  of  it  awfully.  I  do  con¬ 
sider  that  bis  polcrnio  writings  strike 
at  every  prin'^iple  of  diw’ne  truth  ; 
and  are  the  more  dangerous,  on  ac- 
coiuit  of  the  vrin  r{  apparent  pirty 
and  icrvent  zeal,  that  runs  through 
them  ;  tc  well  as  on  account  of  that 
logiral  subtlety  vhicii  pervades 
t.Lorii.an-J  f bough  easily  de¬ 


tected  by  men  accustomed  to  reason^ 
closely,  must  yet  impose  itself  fop 
argument  on  the  generality  of  rea-i 
ders.  I  say  nothing  of  the  unchrisJ 
tian  misrepresentation  which  fills  hiji 
pages,  of  his  aspersions  and  infinu, 
ations  against  those  who  opposed  his 
errors,  as  if  they  v/erc  on  that  ac¬ 
count  adverse  to  the  strictness  of  a 
life  devoted  to  Cod  ;  aspersions  and 
insinuations,  conveyed  so  muci;  ia 
the  language  of  humility  and  love, 
that  the  motto  of  ids  works  ird;:ht 
well  be,  ‘  his  words  are  smoother 
than  oil, and  yet  be  they  very  swords.' 
It  is  not  in  vindication  of  their  char¬ 
acter  I  write  ;  it  is  tr»  wain  you  a- 
gainst  Ids  con  options  of  the  word  of 
God. 

As  a  specimen  of  these  corrup- 
tL)ns,  and  as  connected  t\ith  the  er¬ 
ror  I  have  been  last  combaltinr^,  1 
call  your  attention  to  Mr.  F’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  an  cT*c.vg’e//rc/ /c?:*,  which  he 
asserts  his  perfect  Christian  perfect¬ 
ly  fulfils  ;  while  he  is  forced  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  rA.ost  advanced 
thiisiian  in  the  ];roscnt  stale  falls 
slioit  ofiliC  obedience  wliich  the 
stricter  moral  law  of  fiod  required. 
1  lie  latter  lie  calls.  The  Crealor^s 
anii-cvangclical,  paradisaical  law  of 
I  innocence,^  and  the  former,  A  mil- 
j  der  b..w,  adapted  to  cur  pi  rscnt  slate 
and  circumstances, ‘—the  evangeli¬ 
cal,  mediatorisi!,  and  remedying  law 
of  our  I\cdcerner.‘  [Fletcherbs  last 
check,  Jkc.  page  15,  l6,  and  passim. 
Loiiclon,  printed  by  R.liawes,!  7^5.] 
Now  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  this  is 
the  language  of  a  man  ignorant  both 
of  ofthc  divine  law,  and  of  the  ges- 
pc!,  thougli  it  is  a  language  perfect¬ 
ly  corrcsnor.ding  with  the  popular 
divinity  cun  rut  In  the  world.  Speak 
to  the  ino!  t  operb.y  carnal  professor 
of  chi  istiunity,  and  y»ja  will  find  that 
witb.out  ever  Lav  in;.';  read  Mr.  F‘3 
works,  hia  system  is  the  samf.  erfiy 
in  a  less  pious  gar!),  lie  will  ad¬ 
mit  that,  according  to  tlie  stiict  and 
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perfect  law  ot  Godj  he  is  a  sinner 
to  be  sure  hke  the  rest  of  the  world; 
and  that  judged  by  it  he  would  be 
condemned  ;  thougli  he  tldnks  it 
would  be  ruthcr  hard  that  he  should 
be  judged  by  so  severe  a  rule.  But 
he  comforts  himself  with  the  consid¬ 
eration,  that  Christ  has  introduced 
a  mVdtr  ada/ned  to  our  fir{:sent 
state  and  circumsiaiices ;  and  that 
under  this  remedial  law,  his  devia¬ 
tions  from  the  former  arc  rather  to 
be  reckoned  innoccntinixrmitics;than 
damning  sins. 

Rut  be  assured,  brethren,  there 
fTcver  didjHor  cyer  will  proceed  from 
Ciod,  any  moral  law,  but  cne^  whicli 
is  iuwiutuble  like  himself, 

holy^jiist  and  j^ood,  Ilowctcr  vari¬ 
ously  promulgated,  the  spirit  of  it 
has  ever  been  comprised  in  these 
two  respects,  in  whicli  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  summed  it  up,  Thou  shalt  love 
the  L^rd  thy  God  witli  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  ail 
thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength  : 
and,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  ‘  Sin  is  the  transgression 
of  the  law  not  as  Mr.  Fletcher 
says,  [l^ast  check.  See.  p:  11.]  of  ‘  a 
divine  law, ‘--varying  according  to 
the  various  circumstances  ot  men  ; 
but  of  that  one  ;  iinchangcalile  law 
oftlic  bne  ;  unchangeable  God,from 
the  curse  of  which  Christ  has  redee¬ 
med  his  people,  and  of  which  he  is 
‘  the  end,*  or  accomplishment,  for 
riglitcousness  to  every  one  that  bc- 
licvcth.”  • 

What  docs  ?vlr.  F.  mean  bv  cal- 
ling  this  law  of  God  and-tvangeli- 
crJ  It  contair.s  not  indeed,  the 
gospel  ;  but,  blessed  be  God  !  it  is 
not  the  eospel.  ‘  Is  the  law 

against  the  protniscs  of  God  ?  (md 
forbid  !*  It  would  truiv  he  r.^rainst 

•  O 

such  a  gospel  as  Mr,  F.  contends 
for  :  but  tiiat  only  proves  tlial  t!ie 
system  he  contciids  for  ‘  is  not  ih.e 
gospel.*  C  rist  came^  “  not  to  de- 


.  stroy  the  law,  but  to  fulfil.**  “  Do 
we  make  void  the  law  through  faith? 
God  forbid  !  cxclaim.s  the  apostle- 
nay,  we  establisii  the  law.**  But  ccr- 
^  (ainly  Christ  would  liavc  come  to 
destroy  the  law, and  would  have  made 
it  void  through  faitli,  if  he  Jiad  come 
to  supercci^le  that  law  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  another  and  a  milder  law. 

I  am  willing  to  hope  that  Mr.  F. 
saw  not  the  consequences  involved 
in  his  principles  ;  but  this  docs  not 
lessen  the  clanger  of  his  principles, 
nor  the  im|>ortancc  of  pointing  out 
those  consequences  to  you.  And 
tl'.at  his  nam.c  has  been  so  canonized 
among  you,  as  to  make  it  be  consid¬ 
ered  little  short  of  saciilcge,  to  op¬ 
pose  his  piincjples  ;  t.bis  while  it 
lenders  the  attempt  a  more  ungrale- 
ful  task,  renders  it  at  i^e  same  time 
the  more  necessary. 

Forgetting  then,  for  a  moment, 
that  the  principle  in  his  ;  look,  I  be¬ 
seech  you,  at  one  of  tlic  monstrour; 
consequences,  with  which  it  is  preg¬ 
nant.  A  rriilder  law  !  Wliat  is  the  , 
plain  English  of  tiiat  ?  A  law  less ' 
perfect,  i.  c.  a  law  imperfect,  i.  e.  a 
law  which  sanziions  sin.  If  the  Cre¬ 
ator  gave  one  lav/,  aiui  that  law  was 
hut  ‘  holy,  just,  and  go  )d,"  whatmuct 
be  inferred  from  tl.e  assertion  that 
the  Redeemer  has  iiuroduced  ano¬ 
ther  and  a  milder  law%  but  that  th<^ 
nature  of  moral  good  and  evil  is  chan¬ 
ged,  or  that  the  nev/  law  is  neither 
lioly,  just,  nor  good  ? 

But  these  are  not  the  only  moral 
laws,  which  Mr.  F.  has  introduced. 
As  his  evangelical  law  is  the  stand¬ 
ard  to  w  hich  a  chi  istian  is  to  be  per- 
fecty  conforms  h  inoivlerto  be  his 
perfect  chrisda:.  ;  !';0  iuis  another, 

a  yet  mikler  law,  Inrli  was  the  i  trn- 
clai’vl  of  a  Jew's  pcriecti.Mi  :  and  an- 
f'llier  milvler  uhic;  is  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  a  Genlilc’s  y-=riectioii.  [See 
his  La!kt  CliCik,  And  wnv 
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he  should  have  stopped  there,  and 
left  out  Turks,  Infidels,  and  Here¬ 
tics™!  cannot  sec.  lUit  indeed  1 
view  his  system  as  such  a  corrupt 
jumble  of  law  and  gospel,  as  is  nci 
ther  gospel  nor  law,  but  alike  con¬ 
trary  to  every  essential  principle  of 
both  ;  wl'iile  it  is  so  flattering  to  the 
carnal  pride  and  self  righteousness 
of  men,  that  I  do  not  wonder  it  has 
attracted  so  many  followers.  Truly, 
brethren.  I  do  not  wish  to  ortVnd  or 
irritate  you,  by  speaking  thus  plain¬ 
ly  :  bull  remember  what  St.  Paul 
says  on  the  supposition  that  even 
‘an  angel  from  Heaven  should 
preach  another  gospeh  than  that 
which  he  preached  and  I  think  it 
inconsistent  with  the  allcgianec  we 
owe  to  our  one  Lord  and  Master,  to 
hold  the  person  of  any  man  in  such 
admiration,  as  to  be  deterred,  by  re¬ 
spect  for  his  name,  from  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  divine  truth.  I 

Error  is  not  only  a  very  prolific, 
but  a  very  inconsistent  thing  :  and 
among  the  inconsistences,  in  w  hich 
you  have  been  involved  by  embra¬ 
cing  this  error,  that  has  long  seem¬ 
ed  to  me  4^f  glaring  magnitude  ;  that 
while  you  hold  this  deliverance  from 
the  inward  being  of  all  sin,  before 
death,  to  be  essentially  necessary  as 
a  preparation  fer  heaven,  many  of 
you,  notwithstanding,  profess  to  en¬ 
joy  strong  confidence,  lively  peace 
and  often  ecstatic  joy,  before  you 
profess  to  have  attained  that  deJive- 
1  ance.  Now  with  what  consis'^ncy 
can  a  man  rejoice,  in  that  state,  in 
which  he  professes  to  believe  that  if 
he  died,  he  would  be  damned  ?  L"n- 
cerlain  of  the  moment  that  w’ill 
launch  me  into  the  eternal  world,  in¬ 
to  an  eternity  of  happiness  or  woe  ; 
can  I  feel  wtrll-foundcd  peace,  v/liile 
1  believe  that  I  am  unprepared  for 
an  eternity  of  happiness  ;  in  a  condi¬ 
tion,  in  v/hi(:li,ii  icath  were  to  over¬ 
take  me, I  could  \  ot  be  saved  \  Such, 
according  to  four  system,  is  the 


condition  of  every  Christian  who  has 
not  arrived  at  this  perfection.  Com¬ 
paratively  few  of  the  body  [though 
alas  !  these  few  arc  too  many]  pro¬ 
fess  to  liavc  arrived  at  it  :  yet  you 
all  commonly  talk  of  high  enjo}- 
ment.  You  will  join  with  me,  and 
justly,  in  lamenting  the  carnal  scru- 
l  Uy  of  common  worldly  professors, 
Nvlio  speak  peace  to  themselves, 
while  they  air  ready  to  perish.  Ikit 
hovvever  awful  their  state,  llity  arc 
I  more  consistent  than  you  :  for  tliey 
flatter  themselves  that  tlicy  may  he 
saved  as  they  arc.  The  system  you 
profess  teaches  that,  even  after  havy 
ing  believed  witli  the  licart  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Clnist,  vou  c  annot  be  sa- 
ved,  but  must  perish  forever,  unless 
a  further  work  be  vix^uglit  in  you 
before  dcatin  to  which  you  give  the 
name  of  perfect  sanctification  :  and 
yet  without  this  change,  niullilndcs 
amc»ng  you  talk  higidy  indeed  of  tl;e 
peace  which  they  enjoy ,ai)d  the  tran¬ 
sports  which  they  feel.  "Idle  truth 
of  this  observation  will  appear  to 
those  who  do  not  know  vou  person- 
ally,  from  a  perusal  of  any  among 
number  of  biographical  accounts 
which  you  have  published.  Now  I 
own  1  can  no  more  reconcile  this 
voiir  conduct  to  reason,  than  I  can 
reconcile  that  your  system  to  scrip¬ 
ture. 

For  iny  own  part,  I  am  persuad¬ 
ed  that  the  real  believer,  from  the 
moment  he  is  made  a  partaker  of 
that  precious  faith,  by  w  liich,  recei¬ 
ving  the  record  of  (lod  concerning 
his  son,  he  ‘  flics  for  refuge  to  lay 
h«Id  on  the  hope  set  before  him  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,*  is  as  truly 
prepared  for  derth  as  ever  he  can  be.  ' 
Death  is  reckoned  up,  along  with 
lift  and  things  present  and  tilings  to 
come,  among  the  ‘  all  thing:^’  tliat 
are  his.  Having  ^  come  to  Clirist 
that  he  may  have  life,’  he  not  cast 
out  by  hi!!),  but  is  received.  [John 
vi.  37.]  lieing  received  by  ChrisN 
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he  is  tn  him,  a  member  of  his  mjs- 
tK.al  body.  Being  in  Christ,  he  J.as 
passed  from  deatli  onto  life,  from 
darkness  to  light,  from  a  state  of  con¬ 
demnation  and  wrath  and  distance, 
as  an  alien  to  a  state  of  acceptance 
and  j  ustification  and  nearness  to  Cod, 
as  a  child  by  adoption  and  grace.  lie 
is  justified;  he  is  sanctified  ;  and  if 
lie  were  that  moment  to  be  Callcrl 
nut  of  the  wbrUU  he  would  ‘  «lie  in 
the  Lord,’  in  whom  he  is,  and  inherit 
the  blessing  wl.Ich  is  pronounc¬ 
ed  on  such.  As  to  the  noise  which 
Mr.  F.  makes  about  our  holding, 
what  he  chooses  to  call  the  doctrine 
cif  a  ‘  death  purgatory,’  I>ccausc  we 
hold  that  the  believer  will  not  bring 
with  him  Into  the  next  world  any  of 
that  fleshly  nature,  against  which  he 
has  to  contend  during  his  continu¬ 
ance  in  this  ;  I  shall  only  sav  that  it 
is  one  of  those  arts  of  unfair  subtlety , 
which  he'  emjiloy  s  for  perplexing 
the  minds  of  his  readers,  rnd  preju¬ 
dicing  them  against  those  whom  he 
epposed  ;  v.'hi'.c  I  believe  he  knew 
well,  that  the  men,  whom  he  oppo¬ 
sed,  were  as  far  as  himself,  from  at-  | 
tribrning  to  deatli  any  jiart  of  that  | 
work  of  saI\atioii,  which  wholly  be¬ 
longs  to  Christ. 

I 

I 

(  To  I c  continued.')  i 


rupted  nature  of  Adam  ?  He  had  e- 
vidently  a  soul  large  and  capacious, 
and  possessed  of  those  seemingly 
contradictory  excellences,  which, 
whenever  they. appear  in  combina¬ 
tion,  fail  not  to  form  an  extraordina- 
character.  But  not  only  his  talents 
were  great  and  various  ;  his  learn¬ 
ing  also  was  profound  and  extensive? 
and  many  persons  with  far  inl'erior 
abilities  and  attainments  have  effect¬ 
ed  national  revolutions,  or  otherwise 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  mankind.  Ilis  consummate 
fortitude  was  tempered  with  the 
rarest  gentleness,  and  the  most  ac¬ 
tive  charity.  Ilis  very  copious  and 
vivid  imagination  was  chastised  by 
the  most  accurate  judgment,  and  was 
connected  with  the  closest  argurnen- 
tativc  f/owers.  Di'.ine  grace  alone 
could  compose  so  wonderful  a  tem¬ 
perature  ;  insomuch,  that  for  the 
space  of  near  thirty  years  after  his 
conversion,  this  man,  whose  natural 
haughtiness  and  fiery  temper  had 
huriicd  him  into  a  very  sanguinary 
course  of  prosccuticwi,  lived  the  . 
fiie.nd  of  mankind  ;  returned  good 
for  evil  continually  ;  was  a  model  of 
patience  and  benevolence,  and  stea¬ 
dily  attentive  only  to  heavenly  things 
while  yet  he  had  a  taste,  a  spirit, 
and  a  genius,  which  might  havs 
shone  smong  the  greatest  statesmen 
and  men  of  letters  that  ever  lived. 


Character  of  the  .4fioiile  Paul,  by  j 

Milver.  I 

•  1 

I 

i 

— Wn  liave  now  finished  tlie  lives  \ 
of  two  men  of  sinj^ular  cxcellece  nn-  | 
qiirsti;;nubly,  James  the  Jest,  aiicl  I 
Puid  of  Tarsus.  Tiic  former,  Ly  I 
his  uncommon  \  irtues,  attrrxtcd  t!i«j  = 
osteciuofa  w!;ole  people, wiiicli  were  I 
of  the  strongest  pnMiKllce>  a-  I 
painst  him  :  and  in  rcgiuc!  to  tlje  htt-  j 
ter,  the  question  may  ho  asked  with  ; 


Hist,  of  the  chr.rch  cj  ChristjXo], 

I.  »  r'  T  f  -  !  ^ 
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SELECT  se>:tl>:ces. 

It  is  vain  for  men  to  turn  av/ar 
llieir  thoihehis  from  il.aC  etcniity 
which  is  before  themvas  it  ey 
able  to  it  bv  dcnvin:rit  a 


great  pi opricty,  whether  sucli  ano-  I  place  i:;  tboir  imogi:-0"io!v^  It  ex- 
hher  man  ever  cxi^stcrl  ali  I  i*ts  in  t»p:te  of  I:  cd^T-Ucet!. 

those,  who  c  inlicntrd  the  ccr-  j  unobserved;  and  death,  which  i§ 


FragmctitSy  ilfc. 


tli^vw  the  curtain  I'l'om  it,  will  quick¬ 
ly  usher  them  into  it. 

FuscaL 


Thk  knowledge  of  God,  w  ithout 
the  knowledge  of  our  own  misery, 
is  the  nurse  of  pride.  The  knowl¬ 
edge  of  our  own  misery, without  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  the 
mother  of  depair.  lUit  the  true 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  exempts 
nlike  from  pride  and  despair ;  by 
giving  us  at  once  a  sight  not  only  of 
God  and  of  our  misery,  but  also  of 
the  mercy  of  God  in  the  relief  of  our 
misery. 

n. 


ANECDOTE. 

The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Nisbct,  cele¬ 
brated  for  his  profound  eruditionjand 
ready  wit,  being  asked,  Ilow  he 
would  define  modern  philosophy  ? 
replied,  That  it  consists  in  believ¬ 
ing  every  thing  bwt  the  truth,  and 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  w  ant  of 
evidence  ;  or,  louse  the  words  of 
a  poet,  In  making  w  indov/s  that  siiut 
out  the  light,  and  passages  that  lead 
to  nothing.*" 


Experience  shows  tliat  those 
who  have  been  reformed  from  a  life 
of  scandalous  immorality,  or  of  stu¬ 
pid  carelessness  about  eternity,  to  a 
life  of  strict  interjrity  and  devotion, 
arc  jiorsons  whose  constant  pi-acllcc 
It  has  beeri  since  that  hap])y  change, 
to  apply  by  prayer  h>r  flivlne  grace. 
1  ids  rriay  be  said  to  l>(‘  (‘viclcnt  IVoiu 


experience,  if  mutual  faith  and  trust 
be  allowed, and  the  testifuony  of  nuil- 
titudes  of  the  best  men  in  Uic  world, 
be  rcckoiK'd  an  argument  of  any 
weight.  Neverany  yet  rcruled  them 
by  contrary  experiences  :  a  devout 
man  praying  only  for  haiipincssj 
without  praying  for  holiness,  is  a 
character  yet  unheard  of. 

M^Laurin, 


Rrflectiona. 

What  ecstatic  Joys  \yaft,  to  an  al¬ 
most  incredible  height,  the  snid  of 
the  penitent  who,  upon  Ids  bed,  o- 
pens  his  heart  in  secret  fervency,  to 
Him  who  knows  Ids  frailty  and  will 
hear  his  prayer  !  But  there  is  a  far 
more  desirable  st  ’le  of  happiness, 
to  w  inch  a  mortal  may  attain,  even 
in  this  life,  after  liaving  assidu¬ 
ously  enquired  of  himself,  what 
advantages  he  has  derived  from 
Divine  Injlucyict.  It  is  to  contrast 
his  own  demerit  with  the  actual 
reivard  or  Dealings  winch  he  has 
received  from  divine  Providcp.ee — 
and  to  feel  r.nd  know  their  immense 
ciiliercncc— —  then,  wim  a  grateful 
and  obsequious  niitjcl,  to  J'eti  the 
pangs  of  native  depravity,  and 
know  llic  transporting  truth,  that 
the  Lord  is  omnipresent,  nierciful 
and  almighty,  and  that,  tliro’  Christ, 
saving  grace  is  adequate  to  Ins  salva¬ 
tion. 


('0MMU2^IC Ario::^  for  the  Reli¬ 
gious  CiJul  JMjral  free  ef 

/lost age ^  will  te  grxitrjudy 
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